
Spikes of stiff, feathery leaves 
grow in whorls of 4-6

Bright green upper stem 
emerges up to 1 foot 
above water

PA R R O T  F E AT H E R

E U R O P E A N  W AT E R  C LO V E R
Y E L LO W  F LO AT I N G  H E A R T

Flowers are bright yellow 
with 5 petals

Leaves are 2-6 in. across 
with scalloped edges

Resembles a four leaf clover

Leaves are smooth and can 
be floating, submerged, 
or emergent

Leaf size up to 1 in. across

Photo: MDEQ

For more information and to report sightings, visit michigan.gov/invasives

Generally 4 leaves per whorl

Submerged

Leaves are whorled in 
groups of 4-8

Leaves are rough and have 
visible saw-toothed margins

Rounded, shiny green leaves 
with spongy stalks

Lavender flowers with 
central yellow fleck

Free-floating

Free-floating – forms a rosette 
of leaves that resembles an 
open head of lettuce

Fuzzy light green leaves with 
long feathery roots

W AT E R  L E T T U C E 

H Y D R I L L A

W AT E R  H Y A C I N T H

B R A Z I L I A N  E LO D E A
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E U R O P E A N  F R O G B I T

Leathery, heart-shaped leaves

Free-floating

Leaf size: ½ - 2 ¼ in. across

Green, floating leaves with 
sharply serrated edges

Small, white 4-petaled flowers

Leaves are 16 in. long, sword-
shaped, sharply serrated 
edges, bright green

Leaves may be emergent 
or submerged

W AT E R  C H E S T N U T

W AT E R  S O L D I E R

Photo: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University 
of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

PA R R O T  F E AT H E R

W A T C H  F O R  T H E S E

Aquatic Invaders!

These 3 species are legal for sale and possession.
Please only report sightings outside of cultivation.



Need more info on these species?

For more information and 
to report sightings, visit 

 www.michigan.gov/invasives
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W A T C H  F O R  T H E S E

Aquatic Invaders!
N E W  Z E A L A N D  M U D  S N A I L

Brown in color

Typically found in 
coldwater streams

B I G H E A D  C A R P

S I LV E R  C A R P

B L A C K  C A R P

eyes sit 
below mouth

dark gray with 
dark blotches

keel

eyes sit  
below mouth

pointed head 
with flat forehead 

light silver with 
white belly

blackish-brown scales 
grading to bluish gray 
to white on belly

keel

G R A S S  C A R P

eyes sit even 
with mouth

large scales that 
appear crosshatched

S N A K E H E A D

R E D  S W A M P  C R A Y F I S H

raised bright 
red spots 
cover body 
& claws 

2-5 in. in length
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sharp teeth

tan with dark brown mottling

long anal fin

< 1/4 in. long

5-8 uniformly sized whorls


